Dance: A very strong Communicative Tool

Why The topic: Either by accident or God’s design I found myself

caught up with two practices that seem not to be compatible.

['have loved dancing all my life and any classmate of mine can testify
about this especially in the secondary school and the Presbyterial
Training College at Akropong. To pursue dance here was a thing 1
really desired. I also really got strongly hooked to the Christian faith
Just when I had decided to pursue the program here. At a point in
time I thought as a Christian I had nothing doing with dance but I am
happy after talking to some mature Christians | respected
independently they were all of the view that I should not give up so I
went on and I am happy today for it, as you will find out by the end of
this lecture. My immediate task was therefore to explore what role
my dance could play in my Christianity in addition to the general role
of dance in the societies such as dance and health which was the topic

[ treated in my first Inter faculty lecture.

The more I went into the study of the dance the more I got convinced
that this was 'such .a strong tool to use to communicate the Gospel
message and wondered why this was rather not happening. While
studying in U.S. I started experimenting with this. 1 became popular
and got invitations to a number of programmes. I even put together
some African students and taught them dances we performed to share

the Gospel message.



When I took up the teaching position here this was something dear to
my heart. But whilst the American audience were just thrilled with
something African and therefore both in churches and Christian
gatherings I did not entertain — any fears about their reactions it was

not the same back home.

The History of Dance and Christianity

Christianity and Dance started so well Especially the processional. It

played a major role in celebrations.

However after the first three centuries due to the misuse of the dance,
which often went with the gladiatorial fights, combat with beasts,
during which persecuted Christians were killed, a ban was put on
Christians joining in the dance. By 300 AD a ban had been put on

dancing.

Dance however did not disappear totally. Most denominations
accepted some form of dance if it was to praise God. The Calvinists
however did not encourage any form of dance.

This was the background of the early missionaries that came here.

When they arrived they found us with our dances that had nothing to

do with our worships.
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