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CHAPTER 4

Dancers... Or Ministers?

~ PAGE 2¢-

Can dance really be a ministry?

The dictionary defines ministry as “the service, fiom; or profession of a
minister of religion".

Many stop there. "Minister of religion" ... who is tAathe one who writes
"minister of religion" in the occupation section whdltiny in a form? A
full-time paid pastor or priest?

As you come to him the living Stone — rejecteddny but chosen by God
and precious to Him —you also, like living stoiaes,being built into a
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offeripmjtsial sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture jtsa

'See | lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and preciougcstone, and the one
who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.'

Now to you who believe, this stone is precioustdi®ose who do not believe,
"The stone the builders have rejected has becanwaistone,’

And,
'A stone that causes men to stumble and a rocktakes them fall'.

They stumble, because they disobey the messageh-swaiso what they were
destined for.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthobayanation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praiéétim who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful ligfk.Peter 2:4-9)

"A chosen people, a royal priesthood." Who are theyrtglabout? "To you
who believe.' That's us!

"Priesthood” in the dictionary is defined as "the efff priest". "Priest"
has the same meaning as "minister". So, if we are tla pogsthood — we
are all ministers.
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ARE THERE ANY DANCERS IN THE HOUSE?

In earlier chapters, we have already looked at theHattin various
churches across the earth, dance is being used:

*£» in praise and worship;

*£¢ as a communication tool for evangelism and teachingyand

in prayer, intercession, prophecy and healing.
So can dance be a ministry?

Is praise and worship a ministry? Are evangelism and tegchinistries?
Are prayer, intercession, prophecy and healing ministries?

"OK", | hear you say. Dance in those ways is minisByt what about
dance that is just entertaining? Surely that can't be atmyini

Here are some more questions to pongleis all dance in a church
service or an outreach "ministry8?1s all dance in a non-Christian

event either entertainment or art?

What about someone who just wants to create dancesp lote God,
recognise their creative gift comes from Him, andh&y tgo ahead and add
fun, energy and beauty to the world.

Imagine for a moment, a child playing. He falls and scréyie&nee. The
mother applies the usual band-aid and cuddles, and prayedos to take
the hurt away. Afterwards, they sit quietly and readca little book about
some friends who play together in the park. The book mmaeral to it, and
is based on "love your neighbour as you love yourself". bes story
concludes, the little boy's father arrives home. He goten his bag and the
little boy runs to him. After a big hug, the fatheringphim around and
around until they fall in a heap on the floor, laughiAdig game of tickles,
followed by a crazy game of chasings.

The question | have for you is this: Which interactiemeen parent and
child had the most value? The boy and his mother, otharid his father?
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The contact with the mother hadbviousspiritual content. That with the
father didn't, and yet you can see that all of these tlarggsecessary in the
life of the child, for him to grow up whole in spirihind and body.

So is dance that just adds beauty to our world —t afBiplay”, valid? Yes.
But, would we really go as far as to call it "ming? Yes!!

What is the practical significance of the changing colairthe sunset —
which just take your breath away? The incredible desigheightening bolt
on a stormy sky? The fragrance of a rose? God hascisateuch just for
beauty and enjoyment. Are we not created in His image,called to do
what He does?

Like all ministry, it really comes down to calling. Ddvat you arealled todo.
Don't waste your energy on what someone else is calléal t

A completed dance, and the performance of that dasmtkeend product.
The product is important, but the process is even maperant. In fact, it
is the procesthat really determines if what you do is ministry.

The minister brings all they have and are to God. Timéstar will obey and
follow him. We, as the royal priesthood, offer "spiritushcrifices,
acceptable to God". What God does with that - what is peajus His
responsibility.

It is the "process" which determines if you stop shobesrtg just alanceror
become aminister.

If you are to produce a creative piece that adds fun aaty® your world,
your process may involve only a short prayer, ackedgement of God's
presence with you.

"Lord, thanks for another great day to dance in&itkyou for making me
creative, just like You. Help me to create greaiods today. Keep me from the
enemy, so that | don't dishonour you in any wayyrdancing. Let's do it!!
Amen!"
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ARE THERE ANY DANCERS IN THE HOUSE?

* Teach the dancers to speak the Word. Even little thikgSllican't do it"
However, if your purpose is a more obvious spiritual outee then there - is that what the Word says? No, it says "I can dthalbs through
will be a more spiritual input in your process. Christ who strengthens me" (Phil 4:13). Speak the Wofsloof to

) renounce the lies of the evil one.
Over the years, | have learned a few things that loetpsiate dance

"ministers". * Always bring a fresh word from God for each reheassglerformance.

Sometimes you need to give this responsibility to othmetise dance
team. (It helps them grow, both personally and in tleeidérship

Prayer ability.)

Pray every step of the way:

Know who you arein Christ
* For God's chosen dancers to come.

Remember who you are in Christ. If you are not sure ++ckaglde Word -

N . S .
For guidance on the right jobs for the right people. that is the mirror you need to hold up to see yourself as sges you. If
* His appointments — not just activity or bookings. Satan tries to pull you down (believe me, if you want toister, he will)

* His values. For example: Is bigger better? Yesramdt is true that with just remind him of who he’s messing with!!

more in the crowd, more people are being reached. Agadbe's reputation I am a child of GodJdohn 1:12)

grows, the crowds you dance before may grow largettenevents more

prestigious. Does that mean you turn down all small, segmingnportant I am a joint heir with Christ, sharing His inheritancémwHim
events? No. Who can tell when the one soul saved rettidBilly Graham? (Rom 8:17)

Or when one small event is the beginning of a national @miational revival?
So be guided by the Holy Spirit — you cannot judge on mstendards
alone. God, holy and dearly lové@ol 3:12; 1 Thess 1:4have been raised

I am God's workmanship- His handiwork(Eph. 2:10) am chosen of

* For protection against the enemy - and the unity otidrecers.
P g y y up and seated with Christ in Heav@&ph 2:6) have direct access to

* Qver the choice of music and inspiration for chorepiry.
* When obstacles come your way. God through the Spir{Eph 2:18)

* Be in daily, hourly, communication with the Father. / have been rescued from the domain of Satan'santdigransferred to the

* Encourage the dancers to be independent prayers, as\pedlying Kingdom of Chris{Col 1:13)

together. / have been given a spirit of powerT@n 1:7)Christ Himself is in me
HisWord (Col 1:27) There are heaps more where these came.frlmok for
yourself!

* Make sure the dancers are sharing in the Word together.

* Encourage them to meditate on the Word individually.
~ PAGE 33 ~
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Submit to thevision and leader ship of the church

Don't be an elitist doing your ministry. God placed yothmtbody of Christ
- the church. In relationship. Under authority. | lovattbur dance team is
from just one local church. But, even if you are danang i‘para-church”
group (i.e. a group of Christians from different churches) need pastoral
leadership, someone to be accountable to, who will leelpeép you on
track. Don't give up on the local church. If your dancemany is from a
number of different churches, you still need to be pthimea local church.
To leave the church and just hang out with other Chnistidists, is like
forming a body with a bunch of legs (read 1 Cor. 12:12-2@y may avoid
the uncomfortable feeling of having people who don'tenstand your
calling as a Christian artist, but how will that evearge if the artists are not
there? Don't wait for the church leadership to recogriee worth and begin
to include you. Serve in whatever way you can at youal loleurch, even if
it is not with your artistic gifts. Your creative ¢eitmay be elsewhere, but if
you continue to be faithful in the local church and dpnsh too hard, you
will be surprised what doors open. We'll look at thisriare detail, in the
chapter, "What do you do if your pastor says 'No'?".

Creating with the Holy Spirit

God is the Creator, and in His image we were made cre&o/evhen you
create while tapping into the Creator, you have two imeedbrces working
together as a team. | can't think of anyone that Ilteratollaborate with
than the Creator of the Universe!! This doesn't usuadlygpen by sitting
down and waiting for the Lord to give you the entire chgraphy. Ask for
His presence and involvement and begin to create in fatreving He is
working with you. You will be amazed at the way Jesus tailich lives
through you when you work with Him.

Discipling the dancers

If you have a dance group, you have a "small group"”, an apytyrfor the
members to be discipled and pastored. This will applen without
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thought, prayer and a strategy. Just because they are grabp, doesn't
mean they are being discipled. The leader is resporisibleorking out the
best way for this to happen. Perhaps your church alresslg hood strategy
for discipleship, and it is as simple as making sumy tare regularly
attending a small group bible study or cell group in yoourch, and
checking they are in church even when not dancing. You cahmays tell
when someone is having a hard time. Some are really gopdtting on a
mask. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal things to you.

Don't avoid conflict. If you love your dancers, you widndront issues in
love and wisdom, and help them walk through the diffitinftes. If you
don't, they will be in the group all smiles, and thiea hext week they are
gone forever. One thing | find helpful is to follow theample of Paul,
when he wrote the letters to the churches. He used iwloften referred to
as "the sandwich technique”. He would give praise for thatghings they
were doing, then bring correction in areas they couldangy and then end
with encouragement or more praise. Love the person, aridetoationally
ostracise anyone who has made a mistake. Remembearegaorrecting
behaviour, not a person. Continually see their potentidlveho Christ is
making them to be.

Discipleship is more than correction. It is igniting passand vision. It is
feeding them the Word of God. It is upholding them iryprahrough the
hard times, and celebrating with them in their victoriess family. It is
community. It is a safe place. It is love.

Developing a Kingdom mindset

Seek to grow in your relationship with God. Walk dailyhwdim, so that
you understand the way He sees things. Romans 12:2 calis =

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so you canatestapprove
what God's will is". The best way | know to renew ymind, and bring it in
line with the mind of Christ, is to read and meditateHi® Word, and just
basically spend time with him.
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I ncrease your awar eness of the presence of God

Sometimes | hear people say "let's call down God'epeces. Or, "we had a
great prayer meeting - God turned up in a big way!!". Dbas mean He
wasn't there before that?

Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flemfyour presence? If | go
up to the heavens, you are there. If | make myrbdxe depths, you are
there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if Lisatin the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me, your right haiibhold me fast(Psalm
139: 7-10)

He is always there. It is just our awareness of Hisqiree that increases.

We can make an obvious connection with Him, where vjeyarlating to
each other - or we can ignore Him. Either way, Halvgays there. Always
ready to commune with us. We don't need to huff and pwfbrk it up ...
strive ... to connect with God. Any time is a gode ... any place is a good
place ... He is never too busy.

Come near to God and He will come near to yéames 4:8)

So, the more you remind those you dance with of God's essttie more
likely they will bring their relationship with God into thelance. Our worship
is a response to this relationship - as the more we Iktiow the more we
want to worship Him with all that we have and are (Romans).

How you enter the platform, and what you do immediatelyr gaahis, is
key to your awareness of the presence of God. | alweje sure | bring a
word from the Lord specifically for the dancers forttiay's service ...
something we are believing for while we dance. We cirtita dance to the
Lord for all He wants to do through it, and we give ourseleger to
worshipping Him. We join with the singers, musicians and iprieaders to
pray before the service.

The tendency of some dancers is to spend those last nsobsfate going
onto the stage, frantically rehearsing the steps —dafifainaking errors.

I never allow this. | simply say to them, "We havanéall that we can in
prayer and rehearsal to arrive at this moment. Godbleis what we have
done, and add His anointing, and use what we offer Him in. f8o relax,
breathe deep, and become aware of His presence. Rexogui do this to
bless HIM. Imagine you dance before the throne room a, Gnd you
dance for Him only — see Him enjoying your praise.” #¢ most, a last
minute think through the order of the song and choreogrizgine, as long
as you can stay calm and focussed spiritually. You neagatm up, and
stay warm, but there is no reason why you can't gemilye or stretch while

praying.

Developing skills and dance excellence

We've talked a lot about the heart motivation ewffg to God what you
are and allowing Him to do the rest. Does that miget technique and
skill have no place? NO! In fact, if we are reddgen to offer Him all that
we are, and if we are serious about the call of Godur lives to dance, we
will definitely do all we can to improve and inceesour skill.

GO TO DANCE CLASSES! To improve your physical fitise strength,

flexibility, coordination, vocabulary of movememance memory, and
skill. | still take dance classes whenever | camew| was dancing on the
platform, it was absolutely essential - to stagtitg¢o challenge my physical
boundaries and to keep my brain and body connédtgaiu can't do dance
classes right now — do something! At least getdewior exercise to an
aerobics program on the TV.

STUDY THE WORD OF GOD - in your own meditation astlidy at

Bible College, in Bible Studies - to improve yourdkwledge of the Word.
Perhaps you could also read more Christian bookfind an evening bible
course that only involves one night a week. Thijug as important as
dance class if you want to truly minister. The moiréhe Word you have in
you — the more of the Word you have to impart.
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DOES ALL OF THIS SEEM LIKE A LOT TO DO? Don't wortyThis is a
life long process. God does not expect you to become pénfedt these
areas on the first day. | know I'm not!! Just keep gngvih each area, "being
confident in this, that He who began a good work in you esitty it on to
completion, until the day of Christ Jesus" (Phil 1:6).

You are an ambassador

When asked to dance anywhere, especially if it is afn@y your own
church, you need to bear in mind that you are two things:

* Christ's ambassadors; and

* Representatives of your church.

As Christ's ambassadors, we need to faithfully reptekesus. So remember: *

* Your commission (Matthew 28:18-2

*You are clothed with power by the Holy Spirit (Luke4Z49)
* You should display the fruit of the Spirit (Galatian®8%25) » *
* You are to be an example (1 Timothy 4:11-16)

Many people want the stage and the spotlight for all trengvreasons.
When dancing in a ministry context , they may be ableok the part, but
how they are off-stage will very often give them awafhen you walk into a
room, it should be evident that Christ's ambassador piged in. How you

handle the problems as they come, how you notice tha@egaoound you.

The humility, patience and compassion you display. The yaur team

love each other, and respect their leader. Whether g@wemanding, or
grateful for being there. All of these are just as irtgd as what you bring
to the platform.

I remember two different youth dance teams who cammaitgster through
our church. Although both were equally brilliant on statipeir offstage
behaviour was quite different. One represented Christ Wl other was
demanding, rude and proud. One team has been invited Hmekyer the

other will not have the door opened to them again.
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These things may be obvious if you have walked with Godrigriength of
time, and have spent time growing in the Word and irSihigt. Yet, we are
not perfect. We do not always live as Christ would hasdive in every
waking moment. However, when we go as ministers, or evéreyf just

know we are Christians, and we go to provide entertainmenteed to be
more alert. There is less room for error when yop imbo the spotlight of
ministry. Many eyes are watching and assessing. If yoli leald it together
for two hours, then you will probably find there arasiz spiritual and
character issues that need to be seriously looked atiirifg

Now, | know many Christians who have grown past this pdihey can
basically go out and represent Christ well. Howevelsd &nd that some of
these will still use the opportunity when they go outdldar church for
ministry, to step out from under the leadership theysabenitted to and see
this as an opportunity to do their own thing. This kind ofavébur really
stems from a person's perception of the place of ttky tgadership of their
church in their lives. If you see the leadership afriating and controlling,
stopping what you really want to do, then when the leisdesbsent you will
be tempted to use this opportunity to do all the things yawtiteel free to
do back in your church. Alternatively, you may skip doing sahthe things
you have been asked or taught to do, that you do not fedhmgportant.
However, there is such deception in this. You may noh eaasciously
realise you are doing it. You can spiritualise this pated many ways. You
can feel that you are answerable only to God, and s@a@v the leader in
this situation. However, wherever you go you represent ghurch, and
your leaders are still leading you whether presenbbr

If you want the covering and anointing of your church, yeadto take on
the responsibility of accurately representing it. Wheaue been asked to go
and minister elsewhere, | don't ask myself, "am | todgyrasenting my
church, or is this just my thing today". | am ALWAY Sepresentative of my
church. If | am ever uncertain of whether | am aclrwith my choices, |
just imagine my pastors being present. If | would teetom-
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ANY DANCERS IN THE HOUSE?

fortable doing what | had chosen to do in frontkegm, then | am on the
wrong track.

| also expect that of the people in my team. Tia®been a lot of territory
taken in the area of dance. When you have dondtke lod significance,
and gained territory - you need to then protect thaitory as the enemy
will try to take it back. If | appear over-proteetiof people and their lives - it
is the call | have to be a shepherd, pastoringitireers. If | appear over-
protective of the territory of dance, it is becaliaen aware of the fact that it
has taken many faithful dancers who are surrender&bd, to reclaim the
dance to its original purpose - to glorify the KioigKings.

My friend, you have an amazing calling. You haverbentrusted with a
gift that came from the very heart of God. He desdit for His glory and
for your freedom.

Dancers ... ministers ... artists ... servantdevote yourselves to all that
you have been called to do for His Name's sake.

CHAPTERS
Dance For The Church Service
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If you have been given the amazing opportunity to danceluich service,
then here are some of the steps | encourage you to takieatswhat you
bring into weekend services is the right thing for thament.

Y ou need to understand what God is doing and why

I have been involved in Dance Ministry since 1982, hamneover the past
few years, some key issues have challenged me. I've needederstand
what happens when we dance in Praise or in Worshig. théae really a
place to simply "entertain™ in church (that doesn't soterg spiritual!). I've
needed to go back to the basics. These are big topicsjika@over them in
detail in the following chapters, but | do seek wisdom f(éad on what He
is doing and why He is doing it. He doesn't always giwe &l the answers
right away. You need to obey Him, whether you understamsbtorHowever,
He has promised to give us wisdom if we seek afterettig to the core
purpose will help you stay on track and help make many smalleage
decisions easy.

Under stand what your leader ship wants

| have covered this one a lot in the previous chapteryosi know how
important | think this one is. However, it is not jusbegh to know their
vision and line up your goals for the year and beyonavwKwhat they are
wanting from their church services. What part can glay in helping them
achieve their goals for this one specific service? yae helping to carry
this service with them? Are you a spectator or a @pamnt? Are you
contributing your faith? Is it as important to you as twrypastor that
people will get saved, or meet with God and walk away réadthe next
week? Are you bringing excellence to the platform?

Make your leadership's goals your first priority. Thenhyour other goals sit
under these. | make sure | am aware of the goal of theevdeolice, and
don't only focus on our small part. The dance usually lEstonly a few

short minutes of the service. So, if today in churehane taking a faith
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offering (e.g. for a building fund), that is part of mgad in the dance - to
raise the level of faith so that the offering thebrought will totally bless
God and exceed everyone's expectations. I'm praying fot wadeave

behind, after we leave the stage. | want us to haveilooted for the sake of
the rest of the service - as well as the momentaraen the platform. I'm
focusing on how we can make sure that what we dobeikkxcellent - both
spiritually and physically.

After that, | may have other goals. My goal for thecathat day may be
that people will be healed as we dance, or that peopldevitet free. The
goal may be to expand the boundaries of what people haveiemqsel
before, so they can move forward in how they apprediance. Perhaps
there is a mindset to break - a box that dance had beeedpih. However,
my God-given goals are consciously placed below the God-gjuafs of
my leadership, because | totally trust what God is doirgugir them. | am
loyal to them, and | know that anything God wants meddawill have an
open door anyway. | don't have to fight any battles.

With him is only the arm of flesh, but with usis Lord our God to help us
and to fight our battleg2 Chron. 32:8)

That doesn't mean | won't have challenges along the wayntinainvolve
conversations with the people involved when we seerhai@ opposing
goals. For example, the people involved in stage desigmotaynderstand
the dancers' basic need for space. Sometimes, peopleatiaye that dance
can only be an "item", when we know that it can dbote significantly
more than entertainment. However, | do know that God duesdeof us and
prepares the way before us.

If God is for us, who can be against (Bdmans 8:31)

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will mg&er paths straight.
(Proverbs 3:6)
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Understand the awesome responsibility we have when we
dance in church

This was a big one for me. Since dance had stopped cetygsta part of
the Sunday services, our worship music team had justdmeg ahead in
every way. As | stepped back into leadership, | said teeffiy"Look at

where this church is at! God is using this team to tjinaewhole world a
new song. They are leaders in how the world worships!"dtthken a long
time for a very committed group of worship leaders, singetsmusicians to
produce that. It had taken God's seal of approval and Idiatang. It had

taken people, obedient to the call of Christ, being stehdfad occupying
their place well — their hearts full of faith and contexdt to doing

"whatever it takes".

The last thing we wanted to do, whenever we walked ontpldtferm was to
undo what God was doing in the service. We could not tagelhiform for
granted. We needed to be in total unity with this teamd add to what they
were doing. We had to get amongst this worship team ers &t we possibly
could. To understand its vision, and how it functions onily hasis. To sit
under the worship pastor's teaching at every opportunityp 46in them in
praying for the service. We had to push the boundaridsoaf we, as
individuals, were becoming "extravagant worshippers".cafeot afford to
see ourselves as an island — the dancers. We havetsit®ned amongst
the team.

Also, the standard of musical excellence was almost mhaiitknew our
level of dance, as we started out, would not métah t knew it was going to
take a serious plan of action to catch up - so that wieapresented in
church was a "match" to what was happening in every atlear

Having said all that, | also knew that God would use us tgsisve are!l
You don't grow in your ministry, unless you are doingritu will make
mistakes along the way. Don't take yourself too serio@byg will be glo-
rified, and will use what you do if your heart is in thght place - if what
you present is "your best" at that moment. God wikknrexyour offering,

DANCE FOR THE CHURCH SERVICE

when offered with faith, just as He did Abel's offering 1(Ge4). Don't do
nothing because of fear that it won't be good enough.faegst - nothing we
give to God will EVER be good enough, no matter how tgeeaancer,
musician, leader, preacher or businessperson you are. Whefeel over-
whelmed by the task, just go back to the basics. God wftgspers in my
ear, and says "Remember, it's all about God and peoptt.lode God, and
everyone around you, with everything you have. Do yost, laand enjoy the
journey!!



